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LETTER FROM THE CHANCELLOR

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to MacCormac College’s 7th Annual Learn 2 Laugh 
Sponsorship Package! Whether you are a Learn 2 Laugh vet-
eran that has supported our fundraisers in the past or if you 
are completely new to this experience, I want to personally 
thank you for taking the time to view this package and con-
sider Learn 2 Laugh as the fundraiser to contribute to. As we 
approach our 7th year of Learn 2 Laugh, we heard your roars 
of applause last year and decided to provide you with another 
jaw dropping musical performance again this year. 

For those of you who are unfamiliar, or just simply need a re-
fresher, Learn 2 Laugh is a very important annual event for 
MacCormac College. We need your help to further support our 
students and to stimulate progress at the college. By attend-
ing or donating to the event, you are contributing to a great 
cause – student access to an education and an opportunity to 
better their lives. Your supporting Learn 2 Laugh will ensure 
that MacCormac College students have the best technology, 
instructors, facilities, and programs that can be readily found 
in the heart of the city of Chicago. Your kindness and generos-
ity helps to make MacCormac exceptional and, in turn, allows 
the College to realize its mission to graduate students that are 
equipped to make a positive impact on the world. 

Throughout the rest of this package you will learn about Mac-
Cormac College; the history of Learn 2 Laugh; the exhilarating 
plans for this year’s 7th Annual Learn 2 Laugh celebration; the 
sponsorship opportunities available for you and the ways that 
MacCormac College can be of benefit to you. 

Thank you for your interest in helping MacCormac College pro-
vide more for our students and academic community through 
our Learn 2 Laugh fundraiser. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Marnelle Alexis Stephens 

Chancellor



ABOUT US

For more than 115 years, MacCormac College has celebrated a long 
history of helping individuals who might not otherwise attend college 
successfully complete their first two years of college and obtain their 
Associate Degree. Our mission is to provide a transformative educa-
tional experience for our diverse student body that ranges from recent 
high school graduates to adult students getting a degree for the first 
time, in an environment that encourages, empowers, nurtures stu-
dents and promotes learning. Our comprehensive academic programs 
in Court Reporting, Paralegal Studies, Criminal Justice, Business Ad-
ministration, and Online Business Administration challenge students 
to excel in their academic and career pursuits and prepare students to 
be responsible citizens in a global society.

MacCormac College is known for having established the first Court 
Reporting Program in the nation (1912) and the first Paralegal Studies 
Program in the state (1973). Our students are not only obtaining an 
education from an institution that has a track record of excellence ac-
ademically, they also benefit from the impact that MacCormac College 
has made in their respective industries which enables us to help more 
than 95% of our graduates transfer to a four-year institution or obtain 
a job in their field of study. 

MacCormac students also care about the communities that they live 
and work in. This is why we are consistently finding new ways to offer our time and services to help those in need 
in the Chicago area. Through our innovative Center for Academic Personal and Professional Excellence (CAPPE) 
and MacCormac Cares events, our students have regularly volunteered at various high schools in the surrounding 
area, various food drives, and multiple charitable organizations like the Greater Chicago Food Depository.

We feel that through all of these efforts, our students are working to become the best versions of themselves as 
lifelong learners. We are committed to changing lives, one student at a time, and we invite you to join us!



LEARN 2 LAUGH HISTORY

All nonprofit colleges participate in fundraising at dif-
ferent points in time. From fashion shows to galas and 
balls, colleges need support and donations in order 
to be able to offer scholarships, improve their facili-
ties, equipment, resources, and overall atmosphere 
for their students. Without support and donations the 
schools become dated and unreliable; hurting the stu-
dents’ ability to succeed and accomplish their goals 
and dreams.

Most two-year colleges traditionally don’t raise mon-
ey and are not successful engaging alums. For this 
reason, MacCormac College needed to put forth the 
effort to stand out and make its fundraiser extra special 
for all the corporations, alumni, business owners, and 
community leaders who would be attending.

In 2012, Chancellor Alexis took this challenge head 
on and hasn’t looked back ever since. She realized 
the need to partner with employers, alumni, local busi-
nesses, and corporations to grow the college’s support 
and donations and furthermore to accomplish the mis-
sion and goals of the college itself. She had just the 
right idea. Who doesn’t love a good comedy show? 
Charlie Chaplin once said “A day without laughter is 
a day wasted” and Josh Billings was quoted saying 
“Laughter is the fireworks of the soul.” With this in mind 
Dr. Alexis decided to have MacCormac College host 
an annual comedy show for its fundraiser and Learn 2 
Laugh was born.

This was not to be just any comedy show; this com-
edy show would include food and beverage along 
with raffle prizes (some of which would contain very 
exotic vacation packages). Her vision was for this to 
be much more than a gala where you sit around and 
eat food that is far too overpriced. She wanted to give 

guests an experience that they can go home and tell 
their colleagues and family about, an evening filled 
with laughter, joy, and networking. This night would 
be one they would not forget; and because of their 
wonderful contribution by just attending, purchasing 
raffle tickets, or even simply donating, the college as 
a whole and the current/future students would never 
forget it either.

The past six Learn 2 Laugh events have been a great 
success. Each of these events have been hosted at 
the Laugh Factory in Chicago and were nights that 
business deals were made, new friendships were 
built, and ultimately everyone left smiling and holding 
their sides due to the amount of laughter had and 
desserts consumed. In total, MacCormac College 
has raised over $200,000 during the Learn 2 Laugh 
fundraisers and thanks all of the donors for their 
charitable contributions. These donations have con-
tributed to MacCormac College being able to remain 
first class when it comes to innovative experiences 
and events held. We hope to continue building the 
celebrated history of both the college itself as well as 
the Learn 2 Laugh event for many years to come.

Click to view the video from last year’s 
Learn 2 Laugh event

https://youtu.be/6J_eohQlOOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J_eohQlOOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J_eohQlOOM


LEARN 2 LAUGH THIS YEAR

WHAT TO EXPECT 
MacCormac’s Learn 2 Laugh comedy show is a star-studded evening filled with laughter, joy, and networking. Guests receive food 
and beverages along with raffle and silent auction prizes. Learn 2 Laugh is much more than a gala where you sit around and eat 
food that is far too overpriced. Learn 2 Laugh is an exciting evening where world famous comedians and musicians grace the stage 
at the Laugh Factory in Chicago to create a memorable experience. 
Click here to view the video from the 2018 Learn 2 Laugh event.

LEARN 2 LAUGH 2019 – WE HAVE A LOT IN STORE FOR YOU!
This year the 7th Annual Learn 2 Laugh event will be hosted at The Laugh Factory in Chicago on Tuesday, April 9th at 6:30pm. Based 
on Laugh Factory’s history of breaking in new comedic acts, you can anticipate that anytime you go to the Laugh Factory you may 
witness the next great comedic career taking off in front of your very eyes. The Laugh Factory has previously featured legendary 
comedians such as: Bill Murray, Eddie Murphy, Tina Fey and Steve Carrel. 

ELI CASTRO
One of the most innovative comedians around, Elizardi Castro uses language and culture to create humor 
that appeals to audiences of all ages. He has written and performed eight one man shows including “Made 
in Puerto Rico” and most recently, “Words Cannot Explain.” His critically acclaimed shows have been re-
viewed and recommended by numerous publications including the Chicago Sun-Times and the Orlando 
Sentinel.  His shows have also been featured on WGN-TV, Telemundo and Univision.  He recently won 
“Best Stand Up” at the acclaimed United Solo Festival in NYC.
  
Before following his dream to become a standup comedian, Elizardi worked as a prosecutor before run-
ning his own law firm where he worked as a criminal defense attorney. He is a licensed attorney in Florida, 
Illinois and New York. He also possesses a Master’s Degree in Communications, along with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology. However, making people laugh has been the most rewarding career he’s ever had.

BLUZ BROTHERS
The Bluz Brothers are an eight-piece band dedicated to the great R&B sounds made popular 
by Jake and Elwood Blues of Calumet City, Illinois. It is their mission to carry on the tradition 
until the BOYS make parole or until incarcerated themselves -- whichever comes first.

Since 1995, they have carried the word to festivals, clubs, and casino’s across the Midwest and 
have also entertained for an impressive list of corporate clients. They are multiple time winners 
of the Gigmasters Rising Star Award for the most popular Blues Brothers tribute band and they 
have entertained troops in Amman, Jordan and Aviano, Italy for the Armed Forces Entertain-
ment Network. 

They are proud and grateful for the occasional opportunity to bring this act to the world famous 
House of Blues, Chicago... the home of Jake and Elwood! This band is nothin’ but a party!! 

JAMES STEPHENS III – HOST
Back by popular demand James Stephens III is one of the most versatile and entertaining comedy 
acts working in the industry today. He mixes the best of improvisation, comedy and music to customize 
each performance. One minute he’s Ray Charles, the next he’s Frank Sinatra, Michael Jackson, John-
ny Cash, and Lil’ Wayne. He’s performed at notable venues such as the White House, Carnegie Hall 
with Aretha Franklin, the London Theater and the Apollo. James’ television credits include Fox’s “The 
Edge” with Jennifer Aniston, the Dana Carvey Show, MTV, Comedy Central and HBO.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J_eohQlOOM


WHY DONATE?

By sponsoring our Learn 2 Laugh fundraiser, you’re providing financial support to help students in need. More 
than 90% of our students receive federal aid, and 50% of our student body is comprised of underrepresented 
groups. Your sponsorship will have an impact on those who may not have the opportunity to attend or even con-
sider MacCormac as an option. With your help we can continue to graduate students who are prepared to enter 
the workforce and flourish. Any contribution that you can make will be gratefully received and acknowledged. 

Latoya Gaither – Business Administration Graduate - 2018

“I’m very appreciative of my experience during my time at MacCormac. I learned a 
lot from my professors and grew stronger as a student through social connectivity 
amongst myself and my peers. The instructors brought real-world scenarios into the 
lessons they taught and were all very passionate about the academic, personal and 
professional growth of their students. I graduated from MacCormac with the confi-
dence of knowing that both the instructors and supporting staff had prepared me for 
my transfer to into Higher Education.”

MacCormac College is a 501c(3), and your sponsorship is fully tax deductible. We provide every sponsor with a 
sponsorship letter as well as all necessary documentation to show that a charitable contribution was made. In the 
end you are receiving so many great benefits but truly giving the biggest of them all – the chance for students to 
continue on the path of success at MacCormac.

HEAR FROM A RECENT MACCORMAC GRADUATE

TAX DEDUCTIBLE INFORMATION



SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS

Company Benefits
*see chart for detail                                    

Sponsor
$500-$999

Partner
$1000-$2499

Corporate 
Sponsor

$2500-$4999

Principal
$5000+

Promotion Book

Newsletter

Website

Social Media

Monitor Display at
MacCormac

Pre-event 
Recognition 

Logo Displayed at 
Event

Tickets Awarded
 

5 7 10



SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS DESCRIPTION

Include Description

Newsletter: (1,714 Recipients) MacCormac distributes a monthly newsletter to its students and stake-
holders, outlining our current events, student achievements, academic 
calendar and upcoming activities. Sponsors will be listed and recognized 
in future issues leading up to the event and post event. 

Website (12,000 users) MacCormac’s website is a user-friendly, interactive web-page with many 
built-in-features. All visitors have easy access to our sponsor page and 
can link directly to your website, should you provide it. Employers and 
students frequent MacCormac’s website for updates giving your business 
invaluable contacts.

Monitor Display at 
MacCormac

All students, staff and visitors at MacCormac will view our list of sponsors 
on our 80-inch television screen. The list will be updated and run on rota-
tion during the subsequent months following our “Learn 2 Laugh” event. 
Everyone who passes through our lobby will view your company and its 
support of MacCormac.

Pre-event Recognition “Learn 2 Laugh” is a much anticipated annual event, and we’re antici-
pating 250+ attendees this year. Our attendees come from all parts of 
Chicago, including all types of businesses, and the recognition of your 
sponsorship at the opening of the L2L event provides another opportunity 
to showcase your brand to the public.

Display Logo Event A display in the Laugh Factory lobby at the “Learn 2 Laugh” event, noting 
sponsors and their company logos. This is another opportunity for all 
attendees to view your company and its support for MacCormac and 
higher education.

Previous Television, Radio 
and Print Ad Mentions: 
1.Chicago Sun-Times Print/  
   Digital (129,573 views)
2.Mancow Morning Show  
   97.9 (9 million listeners) 
3.Lakeview, Lincoln Park,  
   North Center and Bucktown 
   Patch(s): (1,000-5,000 
   readers)

MacCormac will place a special “Thank You” advertisement on cable 
television, making a special mention to your organization for its gracious 
contribution to “Learn 2 Laugh” and support of the college. All viewers will 
see your organization and its commitment to higher education on promo-
tional materials.

Complimentary Tickets (based 
on sponsorship package)

Enjoy a night of entertainment and mingle with business owners, commu-
nity leaders and executives.



SPONSORSHIP FORM

Comedy Fundraiser Sponsorship Form
CONTACT PERSON INFORMATION 

Name
Street Address
Contact Number
Email Address

 SPONSORSHIP LEVEL 
Indicate Level Total $ .00

PAYMENT METHOD
Enclosed Check or Money Order made payment to MaCormac College Credit Card

American Express
Visa
Master 
Discover

Name of card holder as it appears on card

Card Number

COMPANY INFORMATION 

Signature 

Expiration Date

Company Name
Your Title 
Street Address
City, ST, Zip Code
Business Phone
E-mail Address

Return this form to:

MacCormac College
Office of Development
29 East Madison Street

Chicago, IL  60602
malexis@maccormac.edu
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